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Mm to frequent their charming society on the racecourse or at their own tea-parties. Women cluster together at the races, and few are the men brave enough to break their magic circle. As for the " paddock," they are never seen there, the idea being that they ought not to expose themselves to the possible contact of the Longchamps " mannequin " type, who on their part are confined to that part of the racecourse instead of being allowed, as with us, to flaunt their charms in the enclosures.
Marriages in the Argentine are to a great extent " arranged " as in France, and to me it appears that this often answers well and conduces to happiness. For the parents on both sides study the characters, disposition, and financial prospects of the couple, and so are admirably qualified to bring them together under the happiest auspices. But the young people ought to be left, I think, after the parents' blessing has been given, to become engaged or not as' they please, and there should be no reflection on either party if, after nearer acquaintance, they fail to embark on matrimony.
In the Argentine, although marriages are often arranged on these lines, a curious latitude is given in one respect which makes courtship in that country unique. At the opera or in a big theatre or other place of entertainment the custom is for all the unmarried girls to be placed in the front row of the boxes, their parents and male friends sitting behind. This habit, which results in a very brilliant and delightful display of youthful charm, has an object which becomes apparent only when one notes the young men in the house, between the acts, leaning against the exits, staring these young women out of206                   'INDISCRETIONS'
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